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placed thereupon. This makes possible far 
greater achievements by the individual than 
in any other way, for where confusion enters1, 
there mental disaster begins. A thorough 
mastery of each step is the only assured way 
of mental progress. No mind has a right 
chance, except by moving forward naturally 
when fully prepared in the prerequisite stage 
of any given subject. In the schools, some 
pupils must be urged forward beyond their 
real ability or qualifications at the time and 
others held back from advancement in ac- 
cordance with their normal possibilities. 
THE JOY TO PARENTS 
To parents who understand the real mean- 
ing of parenthood and are willing to accept 
its responsibilities, there should be no 
pleasanter task than to guide the gradual 
unfolding of the child's mind. Parents could 
spend many pleasant Jand profitable hours 
with the children if they could have- a vision 
of the great work they were doing. 
The parental supervision of children 
Would also intensify the spiritual life of the 
family an'd thus make it a more ideal environ- 
ment for the child. The intellectual im- 
provement of the home is almost- sure to 
result in moral improvement; and in noth- 
ing perhaps is our present system of educa- 
tion failing so greatly as in the moral out- 
come. 
To train parents to become efficient teach- 
ers of their children is a herculean task, but 
with patience and persistence it could be 
accomplished. A long time might be required 
to attain the goal, but it certainly ought to 
be done unless we are to supinely^ admit that 
one" of our most fundamental and potent 
agencies of education shall remain entirely 
neglected. If "the helpful collaboration of 
parents with teachers could be secured under 
the present regime of things, many burdened 
teachers would be relieved from painful 
anxiety in relation to backward students. It 
would make possible a finer quality and en- 
larged quantity of mental accomplishments 
in the schools,—an end certainly greatly to 
be desired. John J. Birch 
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minimum professional training of teachers in 
secondary schools accredited by the North 
Central Association of Colleges and Second- 
ary Schools will be 15 hours in education. 
WHAT VIRGINIA HAS DONE 
FOR THE EDUCATION OF 
THE DEAF AND 
THE BLIND 
VIRGINIA was one of the first states 
to take a step toward the education of 
the deaf and of the blind. 
The first school for the deaf in America 
was established in the year 1812, at Cobbs, 
near Petersburg, Virginia, by Colonel Wil- 
liam Boiling, a descendant of Pocahontas. 
Colonel Boiling had two deaf brothers and 
a deaf sister, who had been educated at 
Edinburg, Scotland, in the latter part of the 
eighteenth century. He also had two deaf 
children, one of whom was William Albert 
Boiling, who was born at Cobbs, February 
21, 1799, and died in Goochland County, 
Virginia, October 30, 1884, and who was the 
first pupil of the first school (Cobbs) for 
deaf mutes in America. 
In 1838, following an exhibitipn by pupils 
of the Massachusetts School, the General 
Assembly of Virginia passed an act providing 
for .the establishment of an institution for the 
education of the deaf and of the blind of the 
State, and providing for the appointment of a 
Board of Visitors, charged wiht the erection 
of suitable buildings and the general govern- 
ment of the school, known as the Virginia 
School for the Deaf and the Blind. The 
State has since provided for its maintenance 
and growth by regular appropriations. 
A site for the school was selected in the 
eastern part of the City of Staunton and the 
first, or main building erected. Without 
waiting for the completion of this building, 
teachers were employed, and, in rented build- 
ings, the joint schools were opened in Novem- 
ber, .1839, with an enrollment of eighteen 
pupilsj only five, of whom arrived on the 
opening day. In the eighty-two years since 
its establishment approximately fourteen 
hundred children have been educated; about 
one-third of these were blind, it is .estimated, 
and about two-thirds, deaf. 
The school is- situated in a grove of fine 
elms and oaks, and within five squares of the 
center of the, business .district of Staunton. 
The Valley of Virginia, has long been noted 
for the beauty of its scenery, its delightful 
and invigorating climate, its good water and 
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general healthfulness; for these reasons many 
of the best known schools in the State are 
situated in or near Staunton. 
The school plant today consists of eight 
massive fireproof buildings of brick and stone 
construction on grounds ninety-eight {acres 
in extent, with heating plant, laundry, dairy, 
garden, and pastures, besides a small farm 
of one hundred and fifty acres, bought to 
control the water supply of the school. The 
dairy herd of thirty Holsteins, the farm, 
garden and poultry furnish the table sup- 
plies. Though costing the State perhaps 
less than $100,000, the plant is conservatively 
valued at more than $500,000.00. Green 
lawns and fine old trees, fountains and flow- 
ers give a setting of peace and beauty. 
Play pavilions equipped with swings sup- 
plement the slides, merry-go-rounds, etc., for 
the recreation of the children in the open air 
and sunshine. Besides these there are the 
baseball grounds, tennis court, swimming 
pool, a large concrete court used as a play 
and drill ground for the boys in bad weather 
and for roller skating. The gymnasium has 
proved of great benefit to the girls and boys. 
Everything is done to keep the children 
healthy and happy, and to surround them 
with a beautiful and uplifting environment. 
The State provides this school for her 
deaf and her blind children for the same rea- 
son she provides public schools for those who 
can hear and see—to fit them for useful and 
independent citizenship. It is a free school 
for all white children of our State, of sound 
minds, too deaf or too blind to attend the 
ordinary public schools with profit. It is 
first and last,—a school; not a charitable or 
correctional institution. It is governed by a 
Board of Visitors, consisting of the Super- 
intendent of Public Instruction, ex-officio, 
and six members appointed by the Governor. 
The school consists of two separate and 
distinct departments or schools, one for the 
education of the deaf and the other for the 
blind. Weak-minded children are not re- 
ceived. The number of instructors employed 
is about forty-five in both departments. 
The limit of age for admission is fixed 
by the Board of Visitors at between seven 
and twenty years. The school session begins 
in September and ends for the summer vaca- 
tion in June. A brief holiday is given at 
Christmas. No charge is made for tuition, 
board, home care or medical attention, but 
parents are expected to furnish clothing and 
railway transportation. 
A systematic physical examination by the 
medical ptaff, including the physician, the 
oculist and aurist, and the dentist, is made 
as quickly as possible to ascertain defects, 
and a careful record in card catalogue form 
of every child in school is kept. As rapidly 
as possible these defects are corrected by 
treatment or by operation if necessary, and 
as the defects are corrected the school nurse 
notes the fact on the record card. 
The courses of study followed in the two 
departments parallel closely the course in use 
in the public day schools of Virginia as pub- 
lished by the State Board of Education, and 
usually cover a period of ten years. 
The work done in the various grades is 
very much like that done in outside public 
schools. The textbooks are different, but 
the subject matter is about the same. All 
courses in the grades are planned with the 
purpose of preparing students to enter the 
high school at the end of the seventh year. 
Reading, writing, arithmetic, geography, 
and history are the main essentials in the 
grades, but they are supplemented with a 
number of valuable courses. In the first three 
years, children are taught clay modelling in- 
stead of drawing. In the second, third, and 
fourth years, basketry is taught. In the 
fifth, sixth, and seventh years boys are taught 
chair caning, broom and mattress making, 
and the girls are taught knitting and weav- 
ing. All students begin the study of music 
in the second year, with class exercises in 
rote singing, drill, pitch, and rhythm. Les- 
sons in piano, reed organ, violin, guitar, flute, 
clarionet, mandolin and brass instruments 
generally are given. There is also an orchestra 
in the musical division. Instruction is given 
to the older pupils in vocal music, both solo 
and chorus. 
As there is such a small number of stu- 
dents doing high school work, there is no 
attempt made to offer a great number of elec- 
tive courses. Each student is expected to take 
four courses each year. Sixteen units are 
required for graduation. A first year stu- 
dent may select four courses from English 
I, Ancient History, Physical Geography, 
Music I, Piano Tuning, (for boys), or Cook- 
ing (for girls). Second year, four courses 
from English II, Medieval and Modern 
History, General Science, Music H, Piano 
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Tuning II (for boys), or Sewing (for girls). 
In the third year, four courses from English 
III, Biology, Algebra, Music III, Music IV, 
or Shop Work (for boys). In the fourth 
year, four courses from English IV, Amer- 
ican History and Civics, a Commercial 
Course, Plane Geometry, Music V, Music 
VI. Physical instruction is given each year, 
making one unit, which may take the place 
of any elective unit. Not less than eight 
units must be had in literary branches, as fol- 
lows; four in English, one each year; two 
in History; one in Mathematics; one in 
Science; two or six in Music; one industrial 
course. 
In the education of the deaf the aim is 
the same as that of all other education, i. e. 
the imparting of knowledge and the develop- 
ing of the mind by giving them a command 
of Written English, as that is to be the mode 
of communication with the great majority of 
them when they go out from school. The 
methods of instruction are necessarily very 
different, and in the primary grades 
especially, are highly specialized. When a 
child enters this school on account of deaf- 
ness, he is almost inevitably very deficient in 
language, if indeed, he has any language at 
all; this is of course consequent upon his in- 
ability to hear the language of his associates. 
The emphasis upon language throughout the 
school life and especially in the earlier years 
consumes practically the whole time of both 
teacher and pupil. 
The classification of deaf persons is as 
follows: The congenitally deaf are those 
deaf from birth, and because of their deaf- 
ness they are mute until taught to speak. 
With these are usually included those who 
became deaf before speech was acquired. The 
ability of children to speak and use language 
varies with the age at which deafness oc- 
curred, and because their speech is more or 
less imperfect they are termed semi-mute; 
these became deaf after speech was acquired. 
The semi-deaf are those who have some hear- 
ing, often enough to help in acquisition of 
speech and language, and the modifying of 
tones. These three classes require different 
methods of instruction, but in most schools 
they are taught practically in the same way. 
In mental capacity the deaf differ but 
little from the hearing. There are among 
them brilliant minds, good minds, fair and 
feeble minds. There are two principal 
methods of instruction, the manual or silent 
method and the oral. The former uses 
natural or conventional gestures and finger 
spelling in place of speech. The latter em- 
ploys the natural method of human com- 
munication,—speech, and substitutes for hear- 
ing the reading of speech by sight from the 
movement of the lips. 
However, instruction is conducted orally 
in all save four classes, and from the begin- 
ning pupils are taught speech whenever it 
is possible. The classes are small, not exceed- 
ing ten pupils usually, and the work is ex- 
ceedingly difficult for both teacher and pupil. 
Those pupils whose progress is too glow under 
oral instruction are placed separately in 
classes taught by means of the Manual 
Alphabet. The use of conventional signs in 
the class rooms is prohibited. 
The work of this department is accredited 
by Gallaudet College, the National College 
for the Deaf, at Washington, D. C., and 
graduates of this school may enter with ap- 
proved standing in most subjects without 
examination. 
The education of the blind child does not 
differ essentially from that of the seeing 
child. Both are taught to study, to work, to 
live with other people. They are equally 
susceptible to lessons and discipline, provided 
the blind child has no other disability than 
lack of sight. The blind learn through hear- 
ing and touch. The books in the hands of the 
pupils are embossed for the use of the blind 
in one of the punctographic systems of print- 
ing; the New York system which for years 
was used exclusively, is being gradually dis- 
placed by the uniform Braille or revised 
Braille. The pupils use the Braille system 
of writing, but in the fifth grade instruction 
is given in the use of the typewriter, and 
pupils are encouraged to adopt the typewriter 
for personal use for all correspondence or 
other written work. 
The base of Braille is a cell of 6 points, 
thus The characters consists of various 
combinations of these 6 points. For instance 
3 points in a vertical line form the letter L. 
There are 62 characters. Each represents a 
letter, a punctuation mark, or a contraction 
standing for several letters. This point sys- 
tem was made by Louis Braille in 1825, and 
bears his name. Braille is used both for 
literature and music. New York point differs 
from Braille in that the characters are not 
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3 points high and 2 wide, but 2 points 
high and 3 wide. The point systems can be 
written for notes, correspondence and manu- 
script books, on special writing machines and 
also by means of small hand frames and a 
stylus to indent the points. To write ink 
print the blind can use any kind of type- 
writer. They also write pencil script, and 
there are several ingenious devices to guide 
the pencil. 
Music receives much attention in the de- 
partment for the blind. Every pupil who 
shows any aptitude is accordingly encouraged 
to take every advantage of the courses offered 
in instrumental, orchestral or vocal music. 
Graduates of the Blind Department often 
enter colleges in Virginia and take their 
places successfully in the regular classes. 
With the deaf-blind, as with the deaf, 
the main problem is the teaching of language. 
At first this is done by the manual alphabet. 
Through the fingers of the deaf-blind it is 
possible to direct two vehicles of language, 
the manual word and the printed word. This 
printed word is the embossed type used by 
the blind and is taught as soon as possible 
after the manual word has given the pupil 
his first clues to language. The skillful 
teacher combines manual conversation with 
the game of hunting words on the embossed 
page, and, by exciting the curiosity of the 
pupil, coaxes him to follow a story in print. 
After the deaf-blind child has acquired suffi- 
cient language for working purposes the 
process of teaching articulation is begun. The 
process is much like that of teaching speech 
to a deaf child who sees. The deaf child 
watches the teacher's lips and imitates. The 
deaf-blind child puts his fingers on the 
teacher's organs of speech, and imitates their 
position. 
Schools for the Deaf and the Blind were 
pioneers in the movement for vocational 
training. Very early in their history, the 
instructors in these schools realized the im- 
perative need of training their pupils for 
self-support and, if possible, economic inde- 
pendence; if these boys and girls were to hold 
their own in competition with their fellows 
in possession of sight and hearing, they must 
have trade or other vocational training, which 
would make them efficient workmen; superior 
training and efficiency must offset the handi- 
cap of deafness or blindness. Emphasis in 
the vocational courses is therefore laid upon 
practical productive work of such charac- 
ter and trade type as to develop the maximum 
efficiency in the trade. For the deaf, print- 
ing has been found to be one of the best 
trades, and to make the instruction practical, 
a school paper, "The Virginia Guide," has 
been published for many years. This booklet 
is also a product of the print shop. 
The school offers unusual facilities for 
manual and vocational training. Varied 
forms of hand work, including wood work, 
drawing, weaving, and sewing are given as 
a part of the general training of the pupils. 
More advanced work of truly vocational 
character, including courses in printing, car- 
pentry, cabinet making, shoe repairing, clean- 
ing and pressing, baking, barbering, dairy- 
ing, gardening, poultry raising, farming, 
cooking, and dressmaking are given pupils of 
the Deaf Department. Piano tuning, phono- 
graph and player piano construction, broom 
and mattress making, chair caning, basketry, 
knitting, crocheting, cooking, rug weaving, 
sewing and poultry keeping are the cor- 
responding courses for pupils in the Blind 
Department. Vocational training makes the 
pupils self-supporting, efficient workmen 
from graduation. 
The printing trade in its various branches 
has been for years a favorite with the edu- 
cated deaf man, and many of the best print- 
ing establishments in Virginia and in nearby 
states employ graduates of this school. Other 
alumni are successfully following such widely 
varied lines as baking, shoe making and re- 
pairing, carpentry, cabinet making, teaching 
in schools for the deaf, preaching to the 
deaf, barbering, the jewelry business, auto 
repairing, painting and glazing, and agricul- 
ture, including dairying and poultry hus- 
bandry. The deaf woman, trained in sewing, 
cooking, etc., makes an ideal home-maker. 
Some have become teachers and recently a 
number of bright energetic young women 
have taken their places and won respect and 
promotion in one of the modern overall fac- 
tories of this state. 
While not so wide a choice of vocations 
is open to the blind, the school has every 
reason for pride in the achievements of the 
alumni of the Department for the Blind, for 
it is eternally true that the human mind will 
triumph over mere physical barriers if im- 
pelled by a strong will and guided by a high 
purpose. Graduates of this department have 
become preachers, teachers, editors, lawyers, 
musicians, salesmen, piano tuners owning and 
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operating their own stores, makers of brooms, 
mattresses, etc., owning and operating their 
own shops; both men and women have entered 
colleges, and some have won their degrees and 
the highest honors in competition with their 
seeing fellows. 
A new course in salesmanship and busi- 
ness law was added in 1921 for the blind, as 
any man with a trade or a profession should 
know the fundamental principles of sales- 
manship if he would best succeed. 
Military training has also been adopted 
for the deaf boys and through the War De- 
partment fairly complete equipment has been 
provided for a company of fifty or more of 
the larger boys. The purpose of this was to 
develop the boys mentally, morally and 
physically and to develop initiative and quick- 
ness of thought. 
Good health is in reality made the first 
consideration at this school. Each teacher 
keeps for each member of her class a careful 
record from month to month of the weight 
and the gain or loss; report is made regularly 
to the superintendent; and any child showing 
loss of weight or serious underweight is re- 
ferred to the school physician. The school 
life and routine is carefully supervised. 
Regular hours, abundant sleep, healthful 
exercise, a cheerful atmosphere, opportunities 
for vigorous play and plenty of good whole- 
some food and fresh milk, together, work 
wonders with the growing children. 
Athletic games of all kinds are encouraged 
and the baseball, football and basketball 
teams have won many laurels. The girls vie 
with the boys in athletic accomplishments. 
Special instructors supervise regular exercises 
for the different groups of children daily. 
The health record of the school will com- 
pare favorably with the health record of any 
group of children of equal number in the 
state. 
The deaf child's amusements, excluding 
musical entertainments and lectures, are ex- 
actly the same as those enjoyed by hearing 
people. Blind children have relatively few 
resources for recreation and amusement or 
enjoyment as compared with seeing children. 
Every effort is made, however, to let them 
attend musical entertainments, lectures and 
church. 
The school recognizes very fully its re- 
sponsibility for the moral and religious train- 
ing of the pupils. The responsibility is in- 
deed a heavy one. In addition, correct social 
usage must be taught so that after leaving 
the protected environment of the school home, 
the pupil will emerge a trained, self-reliant 
young man or woman ready to assume the 
duties and responsibilities of a citizen of the 
State and a valuable member of society. 
The whole home life of the school is 
planned to meet these exacting requirements. 
It is much like that of a normal family; the 
housemothers for the girls and smaller boys 
and the supervisors for the larger boys are 
as carefully chosen as the teachers because 
their function is equally important. 
In the department for the deaf religious 
services are provided in the school. Sunday 
School classes are conducted by the regular 
teachers under the direction of the principal, 
and on Sunday afternoon or evening a gen- 
eral chapel service is held by a member of 
the faculty or a visiting missionary to the 
deaf. 
The pupils of the department for the 
blind attend regularly the services of the 
Sunday School and church of the parents' 
choice in the city. The pupils have their own 
Y. W. C. A. and Y. M. C. A. services on 
Sunday evenings. All religious instruction is 
non-sectarian. Literary societies and frequent 
parties on national and state holidays offer 
opportunities for the development of the 
social graces and easy and correct manners. 
It is hoped that the legislature will make 
provision for the establishment of an inde- 
pendent school for the blind and turn the 
present one over to the use of the deaf, as 
the establishment today is crowded to actual 
discomfort. This dual plan was never in- 
tended to be permanent and the founders 
contemplated the separation of the deaf from 
the blind as soon as their numbers grew large 
enough to justify the establishment of inde- 
pendent schools. There can be no social 
intercourse between them, and their education 
must be conducted along independent lines. 
There is practically nothing in common be- 
tween them. Each class must have its own 
teachers, school-rooms, dormitories, study 
halls, shops and assembly hall. It is thought 
that a school for the blind will be established 
in Charlottesville, Lynchburg or Roanoke, 
Virginia. The school for the colored deaf 
and blind children is situated at Newport 
News, Virginia. 
Ethel Livick 
